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Urban  District  of  Ashington 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

and 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  of  Ashington. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you,  my  report  for  1955. 

The  vital  statistics  are,  in  some  respects,  more  and  in  other  respects,  less  satisfactory  than  in 
the  previous  year.  On  the  credit  side  there  is  a slight  increase  in  the  birth  rate,  a slight  decline  in 
the  death  rate  and  a reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  malignant  Neoplasms  from  52  in 
1954,  to  43  in  1955. 

On  the  debit  side  there  is  an  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  from  the  record  low  fig- 
ure of  15.49  to  29.66  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  24.9,  an  increase  in  the  still-births  rate 
and  slight  increase  in  the  tuberculosis  death-rate. 

The  death  of  an  infant  by  suffocation  reminds  us  of  the  hazards  existing  in  our  homes.  Every 
year,  more  people  die  as  a result  of  accidents  in,  and  around  their  own  homes,  than  are  killed 
on  the  roads. 

The  main  causes  of  these  deaths  are  falls,  burns  and  poisoning  but  an  appreciable  number 
of  infants  die  from  suffocation.  The  age-groups  chiefly  affected  are  the  very  young  and  the  old  and 
the  total  represents  an  appalling  sum  of  suffering  and  misery.  This  is  all  the  more  tragic  because 
most  of  it  is  preventable.  The  use  of  adequate  fire-guards  would  prevent  many  tragedies.  Some 
Council  houses  now-a-days  are  provided  with  a fitment  for  securing  fireguards  firmly  round  open 
fires  and,  in  a few  places.  Councils  have  acquired  stocks  of  guards  of  approved  design  for  rental 
to  the  Public.  I should  like  to  suggest  that  Ashington  Council  might  give  consideration  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  taking  similar  action. 

Gas  and  electric  fires,  too,  are  a frequent  source  of  danger  and,  although  new  ones  must  have 
suitable  protection  older  types  of  fires  will  no  doubt  continue  in  use  for  many  years  to  come.  Guards 
can  be  fitted  to  older  types  of  electric  fires  and  something  might  be  done  to  stimulate  demand  for, 
and  use  of  such  fittings. 

No  guard  will  however  be  effective  unless  it  is  properly  used  and  kept  in  position  and  in  this 
connection,  the  greater  need  is  that  the  public  should  realise  the  danger  of  fire  and  take  adequate 
precautions. 

Another  means  of  prevention  is  the  use  of  fire-resistant  material  for  children's  clothing  and 
for  night  clothes. 

The  education  of  the  public  to  demand  such  material  and  to  refuse  to  buy  highly  inflamm- 
able articles  and  cloths  would  provide  an  effective  means  of  promoting  safety  in  our  homes. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they 
have  shown  me  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  I have  received  from  the  various 
Council  Departments. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGREGOR, 

M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Healih. 

Urban  District  of  Ashington. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Asnington  Urban  District  has  a population  of  28,390  and  an  area  of  6,057  acres.  It  is  bounded, 
on  the  south,  by  the  River  Wansbeck,  on  the  north  and  west,  by  the  Rural  District  of  Morpeth  and 
on  the  east,  by  the  Urban  District  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. 

The  main  industry  is  coalmining  which  employs  the  vast  majority  of  the  population.  Agricul- 
ture, electrical  engineering,  clothing  manufacture  and  the  manufacture  of  cake  decorations  also 
provide  employment. 

The  housing  problem  remains  serious  and  the  ideal  of  one  house  for  each  family  is  still  far 
from  being  attained. 

Area  in  acres  6,057 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population  mid- 1955  28,390 

Rateable  Value  £134,960 

One  Penny  rate  produces  £500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  8,401 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

Live  Births:  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  460  234  226 

Illegitimate  12  5 7 

472  239  233 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  16.63 

(Comparability  Factor  0.98)  Standard  Birth  Rate  16.3 

Still  Births:  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  12  9 3 

Rate  per  1.000  total  (live  and  stiil)  Births  24.79 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  0.42 

DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

283  162  121 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  9.968 

(Comparability  Factor  1.19)  Standard  Death  Rate  11.86 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (heading  30  ol  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List): 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  Nil 

Rate  per  1.000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year: 

All  Infants  per  1.000  live  births  29.66 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30.43 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  43 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil 


The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  following: 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955.  Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  2 4 


2.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

8.  Measles  


9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 — 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  5 2 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  7 2 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  — 2 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  — — 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  13  11 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  — 1 

16.  Diabetes  — 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  30  26 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  32  16 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  — 2 

20.  Other  Heart  Diseases  16  9 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  7 5 

22.  Influenza  1 — 

23.  Pneumonia  4 5 

24.  Bronchitis  14  2 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  1 2 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  — 1 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  4 1 

29.  Hvperplasia  of  prostate  3 — 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  — — 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  3 3 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  12  22 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...A — — 

34.  All  other  Accidents  4 4 

35.  Suicide  2 — 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  — — 


162  121 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year:  Male  Female 

Legitimate  6 8 

Illegitimate  — — 


6 


8 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ASHINGTON 


Total  No.  % of  Total 


Deaths 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  87  30.74 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  56  19.79 

Malignant  Neoplasms  43  15.19 

Bronchitis  16  5.65 


202  71.37 


The  total  number  of  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of  1 year  was  14,  exactly  double  the 
number  who  died  in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  29.66  per  1,000  live  births,  the 
corresponding  figure  for  1954  being  24.9.  It  may  be  noted,  however,  that  10  of  the  deaths  occ- 
urred under  the  age  of  1 month,  8 of  them  occurring  within  the  first  week  of  life.  This  means  that 
neonatal  deaths  accounted  for  71.4  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  and  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge 
they  were  probably  unavoidable. 

Only  three  of  the  deaths  could  be  attributed  to  environmental  conditions  and  might  perhaps 

/ 

have  been  prevented  by  the  exercise  of  greater  care.  This  certainly  applies  to  the  accidental  death 
which  was  due  to  suffocation  by  bedclothes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  rates  during  the  past  10  years: 


1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 

Infantile  deaths  under  1 year  27  30  29  29  16  21  24  20  9 7 14 

Infantile  Mortality  48.82  49.9  46.9  58.1  30.01  39.1  45.8  41.75  18.59  15.49  29.66 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1955. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  cause  of  death  in  the  different  age  groups  under  1 
year: 


Under  1 - G 1 2 3-4  Total  1-3  4-6  7-9  10-12  Total  Total 

Cause  of  Death  1 day  days  week  weeks  weeks  under  mths  mths  mths  months  1-12  under 


1 month 

mths 

1 year 

Prematurity  

Birth  Injury  with 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Prematurity  

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 



— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Abnormality 
Metabolic  Deficiency 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 — 

1 

5 

State  

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

— 

— 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Accident  (Suffocation).... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

4 

1 

— 

1 

10 

4 — 

— 

— 

4 

14 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hos- 
pital, and  additional  facilities  are  now  available  at  Ashington  General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below: 


Specimen  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Chest  Physician  

Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  

,.  23 

201 

N.C.C.  Medical  Officer  

Swabs  for  C.  Diphtheriae  

. — 

2 

N.C.C.  Medical  Officer  

Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Organisms  

..  — 

2 

N.C.C.  Medical  Officer  

Swab  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  .. 

,.  — 

1 

N.C.C.  Medical  Officer  

Swab  for  Streptococcus  Viridans  .... 

1 

— 

General  Practitioner  

Urine  for  Pathogenic  Organisms  .... 

1 

— 

General  Practitioners  

Faeces  for  Pathogenic  Organisms  . 

..  50 

71 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  ... 

Faeces  for  Pathogenic  Organisms 

..  3 

— 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Faeces  for  Pathogenic  Organisms 

..  82 

259 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Blood  for  Widal  

1 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


These  are  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council.  In  Ashington  there  are  now  live 
ambulances  and  eleven  drivers  employed,  working  shifts,  providing  a 24  hour  service. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Domiciliary  nursing  and  midwifery  services  are  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Coun- 
cil. The  staff  is:  1 Superintendent,  3 Midwives  and  2 General  Nurses  and  1 General  Relief  Nurse. 

HOSPITALS 

There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  district,  the  Ashington  General  Hospital  and  North  Seaton  Hos- 
pital, and  both  are  controlled  by  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board.  North  Seaton  Hospital 
was  formerly  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  is  now  used  for  general  nursing  of  medical  cases  and  for 
surgical  cases  transferred  from  the  General  Hospital. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

A Chest  Clinic,  dealing  with  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  is  held  at  the  Elizabeth  Craigs  Memorial 
Clinic  in  Lintonville  Terrace. 

These  premises,  also,  are  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  A Chest  Physician 
attends  twice  weekly. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  and  clinics  are  held  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  South  View,  as  follows: 

Ante-Natal  Clinic:  Every  Wednesday — morning  and  afternoon.  Every  Friday  except  the 
last  in  each  month  held  morning  and  afternoon  on  the  first  and  third  Friday  of  each  month, 
and  on  the  fourth  Friday  when  there  are  five  Fridays  in  the  month.  Held  in  the  morning  only 
on  the  second  Friday.  A doctor  is  always  in  attendance. 

Post-Natal  Clinics:  Held  monthly — on  last  Tuesday  in  the  month. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics:  Every  Monday  and  Tuesday  morning,  and  Thursday  afternoon. 
Sun-Ray  Clinics:  Every  Monday  and  Thursday  morning,  during  winter  months  only. 
Toddlers’  Clinics:  Every  Tuesday  afternoon,  except  the  last  Tuesday  in  the  month. 
Diphtheria  Immunisation:  All  day  the  last  Friday  in  the  month. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics:  On  Saturday  mornings  at  two-monthly  intervals. 

Dental  Clinics:  All  day,  every  weekday. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


GENERAL  INSPECTION 

Largely  due  to  personal  contact,  the  abatement  of  nuisances  was  achieved  by  Informal  Action. 
Six  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year,  and  these  were  all  complied  with  without  re- 
courses to  the  Court. 

Applications  for  Improvements  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act  totalled  45,  of  which  43  were 
approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

With  no  slum  clearance  problem  to  face,  there  is  ample  room  for  a large  scale  increase  in  app- 
lications to  improve  properties  to  the  benefit  of  the  district. 

The  provisions  of  the  Rent  and  Repairs  Act  make  no  appeal  and  owners  are  not  taking  any 
advantage  of  them. 

A Demolition  Order  was  proposed  for  Glebe  Cottage,  Woodhorn,  but  an  undertaking  was 
accepted  that  the  premises  would  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  satisfactory  reconstruc- 
tion of  them  was  approved  by  the  Council  and  a Closing  Order  was  therefore  substituted.  The  fam- 
ily was  rehoused. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  Notices  served: 


Nuisances  dealt  with  and  work, 
required  to  be  done. 

To  clear  choked  drains  or  W.C 

To  provide  ashbins  

To  repair  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  

To  repair  sinks  and  waste  pipes  

Defective  roofs,  damp  walls  

Defective  kitchen  ranges  

Defective  outbuildings  

Defective  W.C.  basins  

Defective  sashcords  

Defective  wallplasler  

Offensive  accumulations  

Defective  food  stores  

Defective  ceilings  

Defective  water  supply  

Other  defects  


Verbal  or 

Defect 

Written  Notices 

Rcmcdia 

42 

42 

56 

41 

22 

22 

6 

2 

29 

50 

15 

26 

25 

26 

4 

3 

8 

1 I 

8 

t 1 

1 1 

2 

1 1 

2 

4 

3 

7 

13 

12 

10 

4) 

38 

WATER 

There  are  8401  occupied  houses  in  the  district,  and  of  these  only  3 are  supplied  by  standpipe, 
which  represents  0.036  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  whole  of  the  supply  is  by  Tynemouth  Corporation,  and  the  regular  sampling  undertaken 
by  them,  and  by  us  shows  that  it  continues  to  be  an  excellent  drinking  water  of  the  highest  purity. 

18  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  by  the  Department,  13  of  which  were  reported  on  as 
Class  1 , one  as  Class  2,  three  as  Class  3 and  one  as  Class  4.  The  reason  given  for  the  substandard 
samples  was  contamination  of  Hebron  Reservoir  by  seagulls.  Following  our  representations,  the 
reservoir  was  emptied,  cleaned,  and  the  mains  flushed.  Subsequent  samples  showed  the  water  to 
be  again  Class  1. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

88  drainage  systems  were  repaired  or  re-constructed  during  the  year,  and  these  were  all  tested 
and  approved  by  the  Department.  The  aim,  which  is  largely  reached,  is  to  have  consultation  and 
discussion  with  owners  or  builders  before  the  work  commences,  and  this  gives  the  maximum  bene- 
fit to  all  concerned. 

The  provision  of  a Sewerage  Disposal  Plant  for  the  village  of  Bothal,  previously  approved  by 
the  Council,  still  awaits  official  sanction. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Institute  Baths,  open  to  the  Public  as  well  as  to  Institute  members,  were  visited  regularly 
during  the  year.  Examinations  of  the  chlorine  content  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
Bath  water  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Regular  sampling  and  testing  is  also  undertaken  by  the 
Scientific  Department  of  the  National  Coal  Board. 

Schools. 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  have  a main  water  supply  and  a water  carriage  system. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  such  buildings  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Modern  fuel  burning  appliances  are  a prideful  possession  in  an  increasing  number  of  houses, 
but  too  few  use  the  right  type  of  fuel  for  any  reduction  of  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

It  is  perhaps  true  to  say  that  there  is  evidence  of  an  awakening  interest  in  the  subject,  al- 
though this  is  at  present  purely  academic.  The  idea  that  it  is  the  other  person  who  should  do  some- 
thing, because  my  bit  of  smoke  will  do  no  one  any  harm,  remains  fixed.  Clean  air  is  as  important 
as  Clean  Food  and  the  ill  effects  on  public  health  and  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  time,  money 
and  effort  required  to  eliminate  the  dirt  they  themselves  produce,  all  too  complacently  will  con- 
tinue to  be  impressed  on  the  general  public  as  often  as  opportunity  presents  itself. 

Meanwhile,  the  “fouling  of  one’s  own  nest”  continues. 

Colliery  Spoilbanks. 

There  are,  according  to  a recent  estimate  over  nine  million  tons  of  spoil  deposited  on  the  sur- 
face in  and  about  Ashington  (excluding  Woodhorn).  The  annual  tonnage  of  spoil  for  disposal  in 
this  district  is  about  9,000,000  tons.  About  half  a million  tons  of  this  is  inert  material  from  the 
washery.  * 

This  is  truly  a depressing  picture. 

References  have  been  made  in  recent  years  to  the  amount  of  coal  which  has  found  its  way  into 
the  stone  heaps.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review,  enquiries  were  set  in 
motion  to  devise  a plant  to  wash  the  waste  and  recover  the  coal,  which,  if,  as  seems  probable, 
this  scheme  materialises  will  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  National  Coal  Board,  and  to  the 
Community.  It  was  also  pleasing  to  note  that  at  the  year  end  there  was  some  improvement  in  the 

separation  of  coal  from  waste,  and  the  effect  of  this  in  reduction  of  firing  on  the  heap  was  notice- 
able. 


The  available  tipping  space  for  Washery  Slurry  is  being  reduced  at  the  rate  of  half  a million 
tons  annually.  The  dust  nuisances  from  this  area  whenever  the  wind  is  from  any  part  of  the  north 
represents  a serious  menace.  The  accompanying  photograph  illustrates  this  point. 


It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that,  since  attention  will  need  to  be  directed  to  the  problem  at  no 
distant  date,  the  many  acres  of  adjacent  land,  which  have  been  considerably  affected  by  subsidence, 
will  be  reclaimed  by  the  use  of  this  waste,  and  brought  again  into  cultivation. 

The  difficulties  of  the  Board  are  many,  and  varied,  and  their  primary  task  is  to  maintain  pro- 
duction at  its  highest  level.  This  fact  is  appreciated  by  your  Officials  whose  relations  with  the  Area 
Officials  are  excellent,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  ask  that  the  amenities  of  the  largest  colliery  village 
in  this  country  should  not  be  further  endangered  or  encumbered  by  surface  tipping  when  an  alter- 
native is  to  hand. 

Tipping  at  the  Biueholes  proceeds  and  is  reducing  both  the  water  area,  and  the  danger  of  mos- 
quitoes. 

The  railway  from  Lynemouth  to  Woodhorn  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  embankment  was  instrumental  in  effecting  considerable  reduction  in  the  Wood- 
horn  Heap. 

The  Council  agreed  to  be  represented  at  a Conference  of  East  Northumberland  and  Local 
Authorities  convened  by  Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District  Council  to  discuss  the  question  of  Spoil- 
banks  and  the  first  meeting  was  arranged  for  early  in  1956. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Alkali,  etc.  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment was  again  excellent,  and  1 would  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  it. 


Rodent  Control. 


On  the  whole,  it  can  be  stated  that  a good  year’s  work  in  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was 
experienced.  Indiscriminate  feeding  of  birds  appears  in  no  way  to  diminish,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
rodent.  Again,  there  is  the  person  who  tries  out  his  own  methods  of  rat  catching  which  not  in  fre- 
quently fail  and  result  in  dispersal  of  the  litter,  and  who  only  thereafter  report  the  presence  of  rats. 
The  biggest  menace,  in  residential  areas  is  the  poultry  keeper  who  is  a careless  feeder,  using  any 
old  sort  of  henhouse  of  “Heath  Robinson”  construction  in  the  front  garden.  He  deserves  whatever 
poor  results  he  gets,  because  he  puts  quite  an  area  around  him  in  danger  of  infestation  at  all 
times,  and  cannot  be  persuaded  that  he  is  in  any  way  responsible. 

The  sewers  are  regularly  treated  with  consistently  few  takes  being  recorded  and  these  are  con- 
fined to  one  area  only. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

L.A.  Dwelling  Agricultural  All  other  Total 
Houses  (inc.  Bus.  Premises) 


Total  Number  of  Properties  in  district  

8 

8401 

27 

946 

9382 

No.  inspected  because  of: 

(a)  Complaint  

3 

48 

8 

65 

124 

(b)  as  routine  surveys  

5 

85 

16 

198 

304 

No.  of  rat  infestations: 

(a)  Major  

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

(b)  Minor  

1 

9 

6 

40 

56 

No.  of  mouse  infestations: 

(a)  Major  

— 

— 

2 

2 

(b)  Minor  

1 

54 

— 

60 

115 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority... 

3 

63 

8 

102 

176 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  diminution  of  available  ground  for  earth  burial  in  the  district  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Council  during  the  previous  year  and  while  it  was  deferred  to  a later  date  it  will  require  to 
be  given  serious  consideration. 

Pet  Animals  Act. 

There  was  one  shop  in  Ashington  licensed  under  these  provisions,  for  the  sale  of  Tropical  Fish 

only. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Year  ending  31st  December,  1955, 
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HOUSING 

Structural  Defects 
Defective  Food  Store 

Dampness  

Overcrowding  


767 

164 

150 

180 

14 

22 

— 

16 

4 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

176 

29 

27 

44 

2 

6 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Insufficient  — — — — 

Unsatisfactory  32  12  12  10 


DRAINAGE 


Insufficient  

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  

245 

46 

\ 

— 

46 

— 

— 

— 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  

146 

24 

23 

22 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Premises  

767 

22 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  

702 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Tents.  Vans,  etc 

9 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

136 

u 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  

10 

2 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Bins  

115 

56 

56 

41 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  

5 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  

48 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

3226 

388 

272 

394 

17 

28 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

There  are  111  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district.  The  following  tables  give  details  of 
the  inspections  made  and  the  defects  found  during  the  year  under  review. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

The  “other  premises”  included  in  Section  (3)  of  Table  1 are  two  building  sites  and  a railway 
building  site  on  which  sanitary  accommodation  hid  to  be  provided. 


I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3.  4 and  6 are  lo  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 
ities   

37 

46 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enfor- 
ced by  the  Local  Authority 

71 

81 

,'iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)  

3 

9 

Total  

111 

136 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

prosecutions 

To  H.M. 

Bv  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

11 

10 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


Houses  completed  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  100 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  3 


CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  — 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  — 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  1 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and  not  included  in  above  — 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts: 


1.  By  informal  action  100 

2.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  6 


3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

4.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

No.  of  Separate 
Houses 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year  45 

2.  Applications  rejected  2 

3.  Applications  approved  43 

4.  Total  number  of  applications  approved  in  area  since  inception  of  scheme  73 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947 

During  the  year  33  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  prescribed  tests 
under  the  above  Regulations.  Reports  were  returned  as  follows: 

Grade  1 — 15  Samples.  Grade  3 — 6 Samples. 

Grade  2—  4 Samples.  Grade  4 — 8 Samples. 

FOOD  SHOPS  AND  FOOD-PREPARING  PREMISES 

The  number  of  food  premises  by  type,  in  the  area  is  as  follows: 


Confectionery  28 

Grocery  and  General  Dealers  112 

Butchers  24 

Greengrocery  24 

Bakery  10 

Temperance  Bars  7 

Fish  (Wet)  3 

Fish  and  Chips  18 

Cafes  5 


76  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  six  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved, 
etc.,  meat. 

Three  premises  are  registered  as  dairies,  six  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk,  and 
52  persons  licensed  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 

767  visits  to  food-preparing  premises  were  made  during  the  year  and  contraventions  of  the  Bye- 
laws regarding  the  handling  of  food  or  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  were  found  in  22  cases. 
18  of  these  contraventions  were  remedied  during  the  year  after  letter  or  interviews. 

CLEAN  FOOD. 

Attention  was  again  directed  to  this  during  the  year,  especially  in  relation  to  the  open  market, 
but  so  long  as  the  public  is  mainly  concerned  with  bargains  (and  this  appears  general)  rather  than 
with  quality  and  cleanliness,  then  just  so  long  will  difficulties  arise.  No  consideration  should  be 
given  to  anyone  trying  to  sell  an  article  of  food  in  an  uncleanly  fashion.  The  most  salutory  way  is 
for  the  purchaser  to  refuse  the  article. 

New  legislation  in  Parliament  has  reached  the  Statute  Book  and  this  is  awaited  with  the  hope 
that  it  will  remove  anomolies  and  also  give  a clearer  lead  to  Local  Authorities  in  this  matter. 

Cautions  were  given  to  bakers  following  the  finding  of  foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs,  the  Com- 
mittee being  satisfied  in  each  case  that  all  reasonable  care  in  food  preparation  was  the  rule.  The 
foreign  matters  were: 

Metal  Wire  in  Chocolate  Crunchy. 

Belt  Fabric  in  Loaf. 

Flour  Moth  in  Loaf. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  five  slaughterhouses  licensed  oil  the  return  to  Private  Slaughtering  remain  in  use  and  are 
operating  satisfactorily. 

NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Bullocks  Heifers  Cows  Bulls  Calves  Pigs  Sheep 

Normal  Kill  765  1280  10  12  8 2412  4112 

Casualties  — 1 — — — 1 23 

Total  765  1281  10  12  8 2413  4135 

The  amount  of  meat  and  organs  condemned,  together  with  the  reasons  for  condemnation  is 
set  out  in  the  following  tables.  All  meat  and  offal  condemned  is  processed  for  the  extraction  of  fat, 
glues,  etc. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  ORGANS  CONDEMNED,  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED. 
For  Tuberculosis: 


Bovine: 


Heads  and  Tongues  29 

Lungs  63 

Livers  19 

Skirts  3 

Spleens  2 

Mesenteries  9 

Tripes  9 

Gut  9 

Beef  917  lbs. 

Carcases  2 


(Total  Weight  85  stones) 

For  other  Defined  Diseases: 

Bovine: 

Heads  and  Tongues  

Lungs  

Livers  

Spleens  

Skirts  

Mesenteries  

Tripes  

Kidneys  

Fat  

Beef  

Sheep: 

Plucks  

Livers  

Hearts  

Gut  

Stomachs  

Mutton  

Swine: 

Heads  

Lungs  

Livers  

Hearts  

Mesentery  

Gut  

Stomach  

Pork  

Carcases  


Sw'ine: 

Heads  56 

Lungs  4 

Livers  3 

Pork  15  lbs. 


Actinomycosis  9,  C.  Bovis  12,  Abscesses  1. 

Pleurisy  22,  Pneumonia  1,  Parasites  31,  Actinomycosis 
1.  Penlastomes  3. 

Cirrhosis  (whole)  57,  (part)  849,  Hydatids  14.  Abscesses 
36,  Pentastomes  2.  Cavernous  Haemangioma  I. 
Peritonitis  1. 

Abscesses  2.  Inflammation  1. 

Pentastomes  11. 

Abscesses  1. 

Pyelo-Nephritis  1.  Hydronephrosis  1. 

Fat  Necrosis  5 lbs. 

Abscesses  49  lbs..  Bruising  41  lbs. 


Pleurisy  4.  Pneumonia  4.  Abscesses  4. 

Parasites  83,  Perihepatitis  1,  Cirrhosis  2,  C.  Tennuicollis 
8.  Abscesses  5. 

Pericarditis  1. 

Enteritis  4. 
inflammation  1. 

Bruising  381  bs„  Inflammation  3 lbs..  Abscesses  4 lbs. 


Abscesses  2. 

Pneumonia  258.  Pleurisy  35. 

Parasites  41,  Perihepatitis  24.  Abscesses  1. 

Pericarditis  49. 

Inflammation  1. 

Inflammation  1. 
inflammation  I. 

Inflammation  3 lbs  . Arthritis  3 lbs..  Abscesses  7 lbs.. 
Bruising  2 1 lbs. 

Pneumonia  and  Illsetting  1. 


(Total  Weight  76  lbs.) 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected  

exc.  Cows 
. 2058 

10 

8 

Lambs 

4135 

2413 

411  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

345 

2 

96 

297 

Percentage  affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  

16.7 

20 

— 

2.3 

12.4 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

80 

3 

99 

Percentage  affected  with  Tuberculosis  

3.9 

30 

— 

— 

4.1 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

12 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  .. 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  were  condemned  and  destroyed: 

209  lbs. 
168  lbs. 
71  lbs. 
44  lbs. 


Poultry  140  lbs. 

Canned  Goods  1011  tins. 

Bread,  Cereals  and  Cakes  1052  lbs. 

Butter,  Lard  and  Cheese  14  lbs. 


Bacon 

Nuts 

Sausage 

Beef 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  now  provided  by  the  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital.  Newcastle. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

Age  unknown 

Under  1 year 

1 — 2 years 

.3 — 4 years 

5 — 9 years 

10 — 14  years 
15 — 24  years 

25 — 34  years 

35 — 44  years 

45 — 54  years 

55 — 64  years 

65 — 74  years 

75  years  & over 

Total 

j Deaths 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Dvsentery  ....  ....  ....  . 

1 

4 

16 

16 

40 

6 8 

13 

10 

9 

9 

? 

— 

134 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 1 

1 

Measles  ..  . 

1 

7 

44 

68 

79 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

200 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

6 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Measles. 

The  minor  epidemic  of  this  disease,  noted  in  1954,  although  it  abated  during  the  latter  months 
of  that  year,  did  not  entirely  subside  and  cases  continued  to  occur  in  the  early  months  of  1955. 
They  gradually  increased  in  number  until  in  May  34  cases  were  notified,  in  June  58  cases  and  in 
July  48  cases.  The  number  of  notifications  dropped  to  12  in  August  and  one  in  September  and 
thereafter  cases  ceased  to  occur. 

In  all  200  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 


Dysentery  (Sonne). 

Apart  from  Measles,  this  was  the  only  notifiable  disease  which  was  at  all  prevalent  in  1955. 
Cases  began  to  be  notified  during  February  and,  at  first,  mainly  affected  children  attending  one 
of  the  infant  schools.  Some  home  contacts  of  these  children  attended  another  school  in  the  district 
and  cases  began  to  occur  in  this  other  school  also. 

No  evidence  could  be  found  that  school  meals  or  school  canteen  staffs  were  in  any  way  respon- 
sible. 

A circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  parents  of  children  attending  the  infant  school,  informing 
them  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease,  of  methods  by  which  it  could  be  prevented  and  of  the  action 
which  they  should  take  if  their  own  child  or  any  members  of  their  household  developed  diarr- 
hoea. The  school  was  visited  and  the  facilities  for  hand-washing  and  existing  arrangements  for  the 
supervision  of  the  children  in  matters  of  personal  hygiene  were  reviewed. 

With  the  willing  co-operation  of  the  teaching  and  other  staff  greater  supervision  of  hand- 
washing before  dinner  and  after  the  use  of  the  W.C.  was  introduced  and  a more  adequate  supply 
of  hand-towels  provided.  These  had  previously  been  grossly  inadequate  both  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity, though  the  reason  for  this  state  of  affairs  was  somewhat  obscure  and  appeared  to  be  due  to 
a misunderstanding  rather  than  to  any  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Education  Authority. 


The  cases  which  occurred  are  set  out  in  age-groups  in  the  above  table  and  it  will  be  Seen  that 
most  of  them  were  children.  Multiple  cases  occurred  in  at  least  27  households,  the  largest  number 
in  one  house  being  five. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  or  discovered  in  each  month  in 
different  age-groups: 


Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Totals 


0 — 4 years  11  8 4 2 — 5 5 2 37 

5 — - 8 years  14  11  3 1 6 — — — 35 

9 — 14  years  2 5 1 1 1 — — — 10 

15  years  and  over  15  9 8 4 — 2 12  1 51 

Age  Unknown  1 — — — - — — — — 1 

Total  43  33  16  8 7 7 17  3 134 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  disease  was  more  widespread  than  the  official  figures  indic- 
ate and  that  many  people  recovered  without  seeking  medical  attention. 

A somewhat  unusual  feature,  however,  was  the  discovery  of  only  3 symptomless  carriers.  All 
other  persons  in  whom  the  infection  was  proved  had  had  symptoms  though  in  many  cases  these 
were  very  mild. 


Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  occurred.  Two  were  paralytic  and  one  was  non-paralytic. 

One  case  — in  a girl  of  13  — was  severe  and  left  the  patient  with  serious  permanent  disab- 
ility. This  girl  had  been  extremely  active,  fond  of  swimming  and  cycling,  and  had  been  indulging 
in  her  favourite  pastimes  to  the  full  at  the  time  of  the  onset  of  her  illness  and  indeed  after  the  on- 
set. This  very  probably,  contributed  to  the  serious  nature  of  her  subsequent  illness. 

The  other  two  cases  made  complete  recoveries.  There  appeared  to  be  no  possible  contact  or 
connection  between  the  three  cases. 


Diphtheria. 

For  the  sixth  consecutive  year  no  case  of  this  disease  occurred  and  for  9 years  no  fatal  case 
has  been  reported. 

When  one  considers  the  position  as  it  was  in  the  years  prior  to  1947  and  compares  it  with  the 
present  state  of  affairs  there  is  ground  for  the  utmost  satisfaction  with  the  success  of  the  immun- 
isation campaign.  This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  there  is  room  for  complacency. 

As  far  as  can  be  seen,  immunisation  must  continue  to  be  energetically  pursued  as  a perman- 
ent part  of  preventive  medicine. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  DIPHTHERIA  1935-1955 


1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

Cases  115  56  32  175  179  8 5 12  18  34  197  76  9 5 

Deaths  4 — 354  — I 2 2 2 4 3 — — 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 

Cases  1 — — — — — — 

Deaths  — — — — — — — 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  1955  there  were  treated  for  the  first  time,  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  at  the  schools 
and  by  private  doctors,  321  pre-school  children  and  3 school  children.  In  addition,  reinforcing  in- 
jections were  given  to  200  pre-school  children  and  62  school  children. 

At  31.  12.55  it  was  estimated  that  4,582  children,  under  the  age  of  15  years,  had  completed 
a course  of  treatment  during  the  live  years,  1951 — 1955  and  a further  1,291  had  been  immunised 
in  1950  or  earlier. 

This  gives  an  immunity  index  for  the  different  age  groups  as  follows: 


Under  1 year  18.63 

1 — 4 years  71.88 

5 — 14  years  72.09 

All  children  under  15  years  68.18 


These  figures  are  somewhat  lower  than  the  corresponding  figures  at  the  end  of  1954.  As  far  as 
the  school  children  are  concerned  the  drop  in  the  immunity  index  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  schools 
have  not  been  visited,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  re-inforcing  injections,  since  1953.  Visits  during 
1956  should,  however,  bring  about  a material  improvement  in  the  figure  at  the  end  of  1956. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955. 


Age  Groups 

NEW  CASES 
Resp.  Non-Resp. 
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Total 

16 

5 

1 

1 

23 

2 

4 

— 

_ 

6 

Case  Rate  of  notified  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  — 0.74  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

During  1955,  there  were  notified  21  new  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  2 cases  of  non- 
respiratory  Tuberculosis,  compared  with  22  respiratory  and  4 non-respiratory  cases  in  1954. 

The  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  remained  at  a fairly  high  level  in  1955  although 
the  number  of  new  cases  in  females  was  the  lowest  since,  at  least,  1936. 

In  recent  years  a tendency  has  been  noted  in  England  and  Wales  towards  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  notifications  among  men  in  the  older  age  groups,  particularly  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

Numbers  notified  in  Ashington,  over  the  age  of  65,  are  too  small  to  be  significant  but,  in  this 
connection  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  during  the  eight  years  from  1940 — 1947  inclusive,  out 
of  139  males  notified,  38  or  27.3%  were  over  45  years  of  age  whereas  in  the  eight  years  from 
1948 — 1955  inclusive,  42  out  of  96  or  43.75%  were  over  45  years.  Corresponding  figures  for  women 
were  4 in  103  or  3.88%  between  1940  and  1947  and  5 in  82  or  6.1%  between  1948  and  1955. 

During  1955  there  were  6 deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  none  from  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis. 

This  gives  a death  rate,  in  Ashington,  of  0.21  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  in  1955  was  0.13  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  from  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  was  0.015  per  1,000. 


MORTALITY  FROM  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  DURING  1955 
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Death  rate  from  malignant  neoplasms — 1.514  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Lung  and  Bronchus. 

Death  Rate  in  Ashington  0.317  per  1,000. 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  0.389  per  1,000. 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  all  other  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Ashington  1.197  per  1,000. 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  1.667  per  1,000. 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  all  Sites. 

Total  Death  Rate  in  Ashington  1.514  per  1,000. 

Total  Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  2.056  per  1,000. 


Davison.  Printer.  Ashinston 


